Genesee County Cancer Connection 
The Healthcare Council of MidMichigan, a regional office of the Michigan Health & Hospital Association, has been fortunate enough to oversee the Genesee County Cancer Connection, which was formerly known as the Community-Wide Hospital Oncology Program (CHOP).  For more than twenty years, the Cancer Connection has brought the cancer programs from the hospitals in Genesee County together to provide a forum for screenings, data collection, research, educational programs and other issues relating to cancer care in the community.

Some of the activities the Cancer Connection has been involved with currently or in the past include: 

· maintaining a regional tumor registry comprised of patients who have been treated for cancer at one of the Genesee County hospitals since the late 1980s;

· serving as the advisory body for the Genesee County Breast and Cervical Cancer Control Program:

· participating with community organizations on prevention programs;

· providing community screenings for prostate, breast, colon and skin cancers;

· development of treatment protocols for a variety of cancer sites;

· conducting quality of life research for prostate cancer and assist other ongoing cancer research projects in the community;

· participating on the development of a statewide plan to address the entire continuum of care in cancer as a member of the Michigan Cancer Consortium;

· holding a quarterly educational series called “Updates in Oncology;”  

· offering a forum for discussion of oncology issues within the community;

· and much more.

The Cancer Connection’s budget is completely funded by the three Genesee County hospitals, Genesys Regional Medical Center, Hurley Medical Center and McLaren Regional Medical Center, yet there is recognition that the organization must include members of the community in order to be effective.  The Cancer Connection operates as part of the Healthcare Council of Mid-Michigan, which provides a part time staff person and part time secretary to support the organization.

If you have additional questions, or would like more information about the Cancer Connection, please contact David Schreiber, Community Coordinator, or Bruce Trevithick, Executive Director, at (810) 766-8898.

